The role of HDlive technology in improving the quality of obstetrical images.
Imaging techniques have developed remarkably during the recent years. The technologic progress made in areas of obstetrics has been spectacular. High Definition live (HDlive) ultrasound is the latest novel ultrasound technology that improves both three-dimensional or four dimensional ultrasound images. This paper illustrates the potential of HDlive technology in the study of the embryo and fetus. This technology could be useful in studying the normal embryonic and fetal development, as well as in providing informations for fetuses at risk for specific congenital malformations by confirming normality. HDlive has a great potential in perinatal research and could help to provide a better understanding of the development of the early embryo and the fetus. Also, by providing the natural pictures of the fetus, HDlive could increase the fetal maternal bonding, which is an important element for correct management of the pregnancy. Although its advantages need to be further explored, HDlive represents, in our opinion, an innovative technique and a useful tool for a more realistic visualization of the embryo and the fetus surfaces.